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United Way Pembina Valley
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, June 22, 2022

Present: Kim Nelson, Anna Wieler, Liz Reimer, Audrey Armstrong, Ashleigh Viveiros, Chris
Willsey
Regrets: Alex Fedorchuk, Nichole Hiebert, Jocelyn Elias
Guests: Randy Penner, Tracey Krause, Michael Duncan, Kelly Wieler, Ang Nickel

1. Meeting Called to Order: Kim called the meeting to order at 8:07 p.m.
2. Welcome and introduction to Guest Speaker: Liz welcomed Shelley Voth from 500
Stephen St., who shared a little about the new community centre and the work it’s doing
in the community, as well as how they used their United Way grant to hire a staff
member to greet people coming in to the centre.
3. Report from Board President: Kim presented her report (see below).
4. Financial Statements (see attached). Anna presented they be accepted as read.
Ashleigh seconded. Carried.
5. Appointment of Auditors for 2022/2023: Chris moved we use Krahn Friesen Neufeld.
Audrey seconded. Carried.
6. Nomination to Board of Directors: Levi Taylor has put his name forward. He’s a Morden
resident who have a law practice in Winkler. Kim moved/Chris seconded/Carried.
7. Special Presentation to Terry: A gift was presented to Terry Gibson in recognition of his
more than 20 years of service to the local United Way.
8. Adjournment: Kim adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The inaugural year of United Way Pembina Valley has been one of success as we saw two
long-tenured organizations come together and persevere as one.
The year was spent reconfiguring our organization and taking the time to engage with both
communities, having vital conversations on how to make our communities better. Looking
forward, the United Way Pembina Valley board is looking to expand and enhance the work we
do with respect to equity, diversity, and greater inclusion.
I feel a quote by Coretta Scott King best summarizes the strength, passion, and dedication
of the community members sitting on our board of directors: "The greatness of a
community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its members.”
The COVID-19 pandemic brought tremendous hardship to our community last year. And the
health, social, and economic impacts of the pandemic have only further amplified the challenges
experienced by local non-profit organizations. As a community, our challenges are significant
and, at times, they can feel daunting and discouraging. And yet, throughout this very difficult
year, we have seen community members and local businesses at their best, showing deep
compassion and sheer determination to be there for each other.
We are profoundly humbled by the care, commitment, and innovative thinking of agency
partners. It has truly provided our board of directors with hope. Every day this year, agencies
offered critical programming to residents of Morden and Winkler, promoting the values of equity
and inclusion at every turn. They responded to significant increases in the need for services
while also doing more. They established new ways to provide services and shifted programming
to focus on the most acute needs, and they did it all while facing personal risk and high
pressure.
Community engagement activities for United Way Pembina Valley were fewer than we were
hoping due to the pandemic, however they included: holding a successful Koats for Kids in both
communities, working with both fire departments’ chiefs, volunteers, and Winkler Central Station
to make the collection and distribution of gently used winter clothing very successful.
In addition to this, we were able to provide a free Skate with Santa activity in both communities
for all to enjoy. This was a great opportunity to engage with local youth and families.
United Way Pembina Valley was able to distribute $114,100 in our inaugural fundraising
campaign. The funding from our donors provided stability when agencies were experiencing so
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much uncertainty and many pressures. While some donors were understandably unable to give
this year, others gave more, and new donors came on board. We are also thankful for the
businesses that partner with us through payroll deduction programs.
This year we were also able to invest in local youth by providing three scholarships and six
bursaries for the Winkler and Morden high school graduates.
To my fellow board members, thank you for your commitment and dedication to United Way
Pembina Valley. I reflect at how lucky we are that in the most challenging times, our cities came
together, building community and hope.
On that foundation, we will emerge stronger, more resilient, and kinder communities.
And together, we will build a truly inclusive organization.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Nelson

